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An Examination of the Structure of Imaginary
According to Gilbert Durand in the Anime Naruto Shippuden

Abstract

The anime Naruto Shippuden, which intricately blends myth-
ological and modern elements, has garnered a significant fan
base in Iran. This study seeks to delve into the imaginative
and symbolic components of this anime using the analytical
framework of Gilbert Durand. Durand’s approach to imagi-
nation is unique, as it is shaped by mythological and anthro-
pological perspectives deeply inspired by the philosophies of
prominent thinkers such as Henry Corbin, Gaston Bachelard,
and Carl Jung. By engaging with these philosophies, Durand
offers a profound understanding of how myth and symbolism
influence the human psyche, especially within the realm of
artistic and cultural expressions like Naruto Shippuden. This
research aims not only to analyze these elements but also to
offer conceptual guidance for the creation of similar domestic
animations in Iran, which could resonate with local audiences
while drawing upon cultural traditions. The study intends to
explore how this anime transmits cultural motifs and arche-
types that resonate with Iranian adolescents, influencing their
understanding of heroism, sacrifice, and the struggle between
good and evil. By examining these motifs, this research also
aims to highlight how such narratives can shape the collective
imagination and identity of young viewers. The study is qual-
itative in nature and applied in terms of its objective, focusing
on imagination-related frameworks to interpret the anime’s
content. The research data are primarily gathered through
library studies, involving a thorough review of relevant litera-
ture and the anime’s thematic elements. The research method
employed is descriptive and analytical, enabling a deep explo-
ration of the anime’s mythological and symbolic dimensions.
Anime Naruto Shippuden is placed within what Durand re-
fers to as the nocturnal order of the image, particularly due
to its apocalyptic themes, Naruto’s role as a savior figure, the
presence of a goddess-like entity, and the symbolic tree of life.
These elements are indicative of the nocturnal imagery, where
themes of death, rebirth, and salvation are dominant. Howev-
er, the diurnal order of the image and symbols also emerges
prominently in the anime, especially during its intense com-
bat scenes. The battles are not just physical confrontations but
symbolic struggles between opposing forces, embodying the
conflict between light and darkness, life and death, as well as
creation and destruction. These scenes feature symbolic rep-
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resentations that are crucial to understanding the narrative's
deeper meanings. Of particular significance are the triadic
roles of the victim, the reviver, and the avenger, that align with
Durand’s theories of symbolic and spiral structures. Moreo-
ver, Naruto Shippuden draws heavily from various mytho-
logical sources, including Japanese myths like Izanami and
Izanagi, as well as broader archetypal themes such as creation,
the forbidden fruit, the tree of life, and the sage figures like
Jiraiya, the Toad Sage. The anime also references the six paths
of Buddha, reflecting its integration of both Eastern and West-
ern mythological traditions, making it a rich text for symbolic
analysis. Through this study, the researcher hopes to provide
insights that can be applied to the creation of culturally reso-
nant animations in Iran.
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37. Ascensionnel. 38. Theriomorphes.

39. Nycotomorphes. 40. Catamorphes .
42 Antiphrase.

44. Symboles de l'intimité.

41. Schizomorphes.
43 Symboles de l'inversion.
45. Kaguya Otsutsuki.
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51. Asura. 52. Indra.
53. Senju. 54. Uchiha.
55. Hashirama. 56. Madara.
57. Konoha. 58. Zetsu.
59. Sakura. 60. Sasuke.
61. Kakashi. 62. Itachi.
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64. Tsunade.

Al
67. Jiraiya. 68. Minato.
69. Obito. 70 Rin.
71. Konohamaru. 72. Boruto.
73. Mitsuki. 74. Sarada.

5 5 o i a2 A5 sl
3. Naruto Shippuden.
5. TV Tokyo.

21s] 33 ol 33 Caner 5 0y 45 el ol oyl SCaS W ) slate £

2. Naruto.

4. Boruto: Next Generation.
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7. Masashi Kishomoto. 8. Gilbert Duraund.
9. Christian Chelebourg. 10. Jean Burgos.
11. La poétique de l'imaginaire. ~ 12. Poétique du sujet.
14. Henry Corbin.

16. Phantasia.

13. Jacques Lacan.
15. Eikasia
17.R. L. Brett.
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20. Thomas Hobbs. 21.John Locke.
22. Jean-Paul Charles Aymard Sartre.
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25. Valentina-Andrada Minea.
27. Charles Sanders Peirce.

29. Dominantes Réflexes.

24. Gema Budiarto.

26. Satoshi Kon.

28. Reflexology.

30. Le régime diurne. 31. Le régime nocturne.

32. Une dominante de position (in French), The position dominant (in
English).

33. Une dominante de nutrition (in French), The nutritional dominant
(in English).

34. Une dominante copulative (in French), The copulative dominant (in
English).

35. Diairétiques. 36. Spectaculaire.
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75.Yin. 76. Yang.

77. Neji. 78. Pain.

79. Izanami. 80. Izanagi.
81. Amaterasu. 82. Susano.
83. Mircea Eliade. 84. Orpheus.

85. Kabuki.
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87. Kabuto. 88. Karma.
89. Deva. 90. Manushya.
91. Tiryagyoni. 92. Preta.

93. Naraka. 94. Kusalagati.
95. Akusalagati. 96. Crisp.

97. Guy. 98. Sassuri.
99. Nagato.
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