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Aesthetics in Experimental Animations Based on
Pop Art Elements from the Perspective of John Dewey”

Abstract

Representation is a process through which artistic and philosophi-
cal movements throughout history have expressed realities or
imaginings, either directly and naturalistically or indirectly and
abstractly. The concept of beauty within this process varies acco-
rding to each movement's definitions and understandings of hum-
an nature and existence. This study examines the evolution of
avant-garde movements following the invention of photography,
the birth of cinema and animation, and the World Wars, which
served as pivotal moments in the transformation and redefinition
of representation in art and beauty during the Pop Art era.
This era marks a significant departure from classical aesthetics
spearheaded by avant-garde movements, where popular culture
emerged as a vital source of inspiration and artistic creation. The
research delves into the origins of Pop Art movement, which
emerged as a response to growing division between subjective
perspectives of avant-garde artists and the general public. This
divide created a need to explore the structure of experience and
its role in shaping popular culture. Central to this exploration are
the theories of John Dewey, a leading figure in the philosophy
of pragmatism, who emphasized the importance of aesthetic
experience and popular culture as influential forces in the artistic
process of this era. Dewey’s theories provide a framework for
understanding how art can engage with everyday experiences and
contribute to the cultural landscape. The study further investigates
the evolution of aesthetics in experimental animations produced
by the National Film Board of Canada (NFB), recognized as one
of the most influential institutions in the development and growth
of experimental animation. The analysis is conducted across
three distinct strands: abstract animations heavily influenced by
Modernist art, particularly by avant-garde painters who were
pioneers in experimental animation; transitional animations that
serve as a bridge between Modernist aesthetics and Pop Art,
blending elements of high art and popular culture; and animations
that achieve a unified aesthetic by integrating the formal and
thematic elements of Pop Art with Dewey's concepts of everyday
aesthetic experience. This research explores the reasons and
mechanisms behind the shifts in aesthetic criteria and their impact
on the experimental animations of the NFB. By analyzing and
comparing the formal and thematic characteristics of selected

works from each strand, the study identifies specific criteria
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that illustrate how Dewey's aesthetic theory of everyday life has
transformed NFB's works from abstract creations into works
deeply embedded in popular culture, yet still influenced by the
formal elements of Modern and abstract art. The study employs
a descriptive-analytical approach, reviewing the development of
Pop Art, the capabilities of experimental animation as a pioneering
branch of visual arts, and the supportive environment provided
by the NFB. This environment has enabled the integration of
diverse cultural influences through the work of artists with unique
techniques and styles. The analysis concludes by determining
the extent to which Pop Art has influenced these animations,
demonstrating that contemporary art and beauty emphasize a
direct connection between art and everyday life, highlighting
human experience and popular culture as the primary sources of

artistic expression.
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24. Readymades of Marcel Duchamp.
25. Fountion.
27. Neo-Dada.

26. Abstract Expressionism.

28. Richard William Hamilton.
29. This Is Tomorrow. 30. Applied Art.
31. Jasia Reichardt. 32. Stuart Hilton.
33. U.P.A - United Productions of America.
34. Pragmatism.

5 Jobs slme 4 (Theoria) «,ksn Slgs aalS o o gass; 45 .¥0

28, Lie Joli (Praxis) Joe b Y5

37. Subject. 38. Object.
39. René Descartes. 40. Scott R. Stroud.
41. John Dewey and the Question of Artful Communication.
42. Independent Group.
44. Rene Jodoin.

43. George Dunning.
45. Jean-Paul Ladouceur.

bedei s
1. Avant-garde.
3. Aesthetics.
5. Popular Culture.
7. Lawrence Alloway.
9. Plato. 10. Modernism.
11. N.F.B - National Film Board of Canada.
12. William Norman McLaren.
13. Pierre Hebert. 14. Richard Condie.
15. Daguerreotype

2. Experimental Animation.
4. Subjective.

6. Pop art.

8. John Dewey.

16. Louis-Jacques-Mandé Daguerre .
17. Representation. 18. Renaissance.
20. Immanuel Kant.

22. Georges Ohnet.

19. Impressionism.
21. Dada.
23. Marcel Duchamp.
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46. Grant Munro. 47. Yellow Submarine.
48. The Big Snit. 49. Cordell Barker.

50. Alberto Cavalcanti. 51. Synthetics Sounds.
52. Kreise. 53. An Optical Poem.
54. Begone Dull Care. 55. Dots.

56. Synchromy. 57. Pen Point Percussion.
58. Volume. 59. Timbre.

60. Audio Frequency. 61. Evelyn Lambart.

62. Oscar Peterson. 63. Pablo Picasso.

64. Population Explosion.
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