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The role of technological developments on the representation of
violence in the history of cinema based on the phenomenology
of Don Ihde!

Mojtaba Fallah Pour?, Ali Sheikhmehdi?

Abstract

Just as violence is a part of human life and cannot be hidden, it has been present
In movies since the beginning, and in the following years, ithas always been the
subject of attention and study by various thinkers. Sinee violence has always been
evident in many films since the early years. of cinema; most of us neglect to
understand the amazing complexities and unexplorp\d?ssues of its representation.
One of these complications is understanding\thé“effect of technologies on the
representation of violence. Representatioref Violence in cinema is often studied
from psychological and sociglogieal.perspectives, but few researchers have paid
attention to the effect of technological developments on the representation of
violence in cinema. The purposejofithis research, which was carried out in a
descriptive-analytical way,%is.to st\udy the effect of technological developments
on the representation ‘of violence tin the history of cinema. Obviously, the
representation of violence in cinema has changed according to the changes and
developments of technology. In a general classification, the violence represented
0 the history~of cinema/can be divided into four periods, each of which is
separated frem its\past by a fundamental technological evolution in this field.
These “evolutions are in the order of talking cinema, the colorization of
cinematogr\clphy and the digitization of cinema, each of which has brought about
a fundamental transformation in the representation of violence. Among the
scientific definitions of the concept of violence, in this research, the division of

' This article is extracted from the first author’s master thesis, entitled: “The Impact of Cinema Technology
Changes on The Representation of Violence, A Case Study: The Horror Genre” defended by first author under
supervision of the second author in Tarbiat Modares university.

2 Master of Cinema Studies, Department of animation and cinema , Faculty of Art and Architecture, Tarbiat
Modares University, Tehran, Iran.mojtabafpr72 @gmail.com

3 Corresponding Author. Associate Professor, Department of animation and cinema, Faculty of Art
and Architecture, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran. (Tel: +989124362981 fax: (+98-
21)77411990. alisheikhmehdi@gmail.com)
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Mark Vorobej is used, he classifies violence in three forms: a) physical violence
b) psychological violence c) structural violence. VVorobej also categorizes the
definitions of violence in the following five main topics, which can be considered
as the five basic "dimensions" of the phenomenon of violence that exist in every
violent act: 1) harming, 2) agency, 3) victimization/being, 4) instrumentality and
5) normativity. In order to understand and analyze the effect of technological
developments in cinema, the opinions of "Don Ihde" , a prominent expert in the
field of philosophy of technology, have been used to explain the relationship
between violent action as a human action and technology. By stating that
technology mediates human perception of the world, Idi introduees four types of
relationships that humans establish with the world in the presence of technology.
The point that Idi cared about from the beginning is that technology changes
perception, so cinema changes our perception of violentsactien, and when
violence is represented in cinema, we simultaneously understand the tool that is
cinema here. And the violent act itself. This is why the representation of violence
Is changing due to the evolution of technolegy.

The findings of this research show that technologie\s, while transforming the
representation of violence, are also a part\of the represented violent act. Also,
comparing the representation of violencein different eras, according to lhde's
opinions, shows the relative closeness of ‘what is represented by cinema
technology to the time when violent*action occurs in the absence of cinema

technology. ) 9
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