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The Function of Surrealistic Paintings to Achieve Puppet Theatre
Performing Ideas (case of study: Three works by René Magritte)
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Abstract

Using a play is a well - defined way of achieving a performance. Play as a plan and
guide for performing and directing and playing a role is well - known in companies and
theatre groups and universities, from Aristotle's time to now. Nowadays different ways
of ideation are available for directors through overlapping arts and ideas to perform
methods. Ideation is done in puppet theatre according to the play (or the narrative), the
puppet, and the atmosphere. According to the minor intimacy of the ideation - based
atmosphere, this research scans the ways of ideation based on surrealistic paintings by
Rene Magritte; who is one of famous surrealist painter around,the world. It first says
the characteristics of the surrealism movement and surrealistic painting; introduces five
elements containing dreaminess and fiction and fantasy and exaggeration and satire as
the characteristics of it; then the semantic characteristics of puppet theatre (fantasy and
symbolizing and enlargement and lessening or simplifying) witl be explained through
some examples. After that, a typology of the three ideation methods for puppet theatre
will be done. After introducing the characteristics .of Magritte's paintings and declaring
their overlap with the characteristics of puppet theatre in the,research's body, three
works of Magritte will be idealized according to the'mentioned\properties. These works
are "Golconda" (1953) and "personal values” (1952) and“'Portrait of Stephy Langui"
(1961). ldeation in accordance with the atmosphere in addition to its interdisciplinary
nature, will present more widespread facilities for puppgt'theatre creation. Paintings of
Rene Magritte with its surrealistic atmospheres and the surrealistic compositions could
help to the process of puppet theatre creationsPuppet theatre artists need to text or
puppet or atmosphere and Rene Magritte's works help to these artists very much. For
example places have an important®role.is creating and showing the narrative. Rene
Magritte created special places through hispainting. The "Golconda™ showing different
sky contains many_ men with black ovescoats and hats. They are hanging in front of the
classic buildings. These vmen arethe same. Some of the art historians said that this
painting reveals Rene Magritte" mind about bourgeoisie or feminism or capitalism. The
"personal values" showing«an odd bedraom which contains oversized objects like a very
big comb and a very big gIas? and a very big soap. These objects are near to the little
bed and a ngrmal closet. The,walls of this bedroom show some white clouds on the blue
sky. The "Portrait of “Stephy Langui" showing two little men near the calm sea and a
very big and beautiful andgyoung woman's head who is looking at two men. There is a
giant,stone n, the eorner of this painting. This is an unconventional portrait. This
research, reveals that\this artistic technique will be possible through painting art,
especially*8urrealistic painting. This possibility emerges because of the similarity
between the characteristics of these paintings and puppet theatre. The companionship
of reality and imagination is a characteristic that painting art and puppet theater both
have in common.

Keywords: Puppet Theatre, Painting, Atmosphere, Surrealism, Rene Magritte, Ideation.

I Fantastic



I _Rene Magritte
' . Dada and Strrealism: A Véry Short Introduction

b Surrealism: ey Concepts

V. Cinemagritte: René Magritte Within the Frame of Film History, Theory, and Practice

. Visible Poetry: Metaphor and'Metonymy in the Paintings of René Magritte
V. Andre Breton i i

v . Guillaume Apollinaire i i i

I, Les Mamells de Tirésias (1917). The Breasts of Tiresias

. Automatic Writing*

X . Puppet Theatre i

\

X . Puppet i i
X Marvelous i i i
X, Uncanny i v
X . Symbolizing v
X, Enlargement and Lessening i
X . Simplifying v i i
X Tzvetan Todorov v i i N
X, Peter Schumann i X
X . Sergey Vladimirovich Obraztsbv
X . Metaphor X i
X . Metonymy X i i
X . Displaced Objects X ‘ i i
X, Conflicting Images X i »
(\\W\) Memory sl & <o Ko 5l ili5 5wl X
X, Merging X ¥ i
(ha¥y) PhiIos}phy in the Boudoir pb 4 co,%e 5l ols S asle X
(var¥)\Collective Invention b & co e j ol K aile
(Yary) Treasure Island pb & <o, Ko 5l L5l S wole X
X . Golconda (1953) X X
X Alexander lolas X N\ X i
X Menil Collection, Housten * N\ X i i
X . Big Brother R X i i
X Portrait of Stephy Languif(1961) X i v
X . Personal Values (1952) x N\ x v



