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https://www.cgie.org.ir/fa/article/258815/آیین-نامه

A comparative study of two musical narratives by Ibn-e-Khurdadabeh and Al-Masoudi
Evidences of the existence of a Pahlavi text about Sasanian music

Sassanid culture is characterized by music as a prominent aspect. During the first centuries of Islam,
several Islamic authors covered Sassanid music culture in their historical, literature, and music books.
However, there is little information available regarding the names of musical modes (alhan), musical
instruments, and musicians. Important information about musical modes is provided by two authors, lbn-
e-khordadbeh in the treatise of Al-Lahve-val-Malahi and Ali-lbn-Hossein Masoudi in the Moruj-al-Zahb
and Ma'aden-al-Jawhar. Both authors mentioned the names of the Sassanid musical modes and gave an
explanation of their nature.

The text by Masoudi and Ibn-e-Khordadbeh have significant similarities and differences. There are
differences in the number of modes, their names, and some words that déescribe them. According to
previous research, Masoudi's text is a copy of lbn-e-Khordadbeh's text. There is some evidence that
indicates that these approaches are not true. Ibn-e-Khordadbeh“and Masoudi\weére in the same place at
the same time, and Masoudi had access to the original text of Al-Lahve-val-Malahi. Masoudi, on the other
hand, was a great historian who has consistently quoted the correct ‘narrative of the historical event.
Therefore, his mistake or lack of loyalty to the‘eriginal text cannet be'the reason for these differences.
The fact that the differences can be seen on all copies of the MaQu I book proves that they were not
made by copywriters or reviewers.

The primary topic of this study is the explanation for the eXistence of these similarities and differences.
Based on evidence, two authors wrote their text based\on a text in the Pahlavid language and its
translation into Arabic. Some differences between,two texts were due to authors using a Pahlavid text.
the difference in the number of modes which"ene author named as seven and another as eight, can be
attributed to similarity,of the writing of thesestWo numbers in Pahlavid. It appears that certain names in
these texts, like 'Madarousénan'y.and 's?ykad', which are meaningless in Pahlavid and Arabic
transcriptions, have been incerrectlyitranslated into Pahlavid words.

These texts reveal other differences, such as saome words with the same written form and different dot
letters. The Arabic scription lawsin the early century of Islam can explain this difference. The absence of
dots in Arabic'script at the beginning of Islam leads to different interpretations of a word. Another factor
that causes the difference between the two narrations is the damage to the reference text. Due to his
Iranian desceht and familiarity"with the Pahlavid script, Ibn-e-Khordadbeh was able to present a more
accurate narrative in the'end.

Based on thedisruption above, it seems that Ibn-e-Khordadbeh and Masoudi had access to a text about
Sassanid music on“the Pahlavid scribe and its translation to the Arabic scribe. By comparing and
contrasting these texts, they have narrated their story. AS we know there were collection of learning text
in Sasanid period on the title of “Aeen-Namak” and, we can consider the reference pahlavid text here was
a part of this collection.

Sasanian modes, Ibn-e-Khardadabeh , Al-Masoudi, Al-Lahve-val-Malahi , Moruj-al-Zahb and Ma'aden-al-
Jawhar.






