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-The relationship between cinema and painting has long
been considered a subject of interest. Pedro Almoddvar is
a prominent and progressive filmmaker in new Spanish
cinema. His movies are marked by a distinct style and an
idiosyncratic aesthetic expression. Frequently, Almodovar
has acknowledged being influenced by various sources. Al-
moddvar should be counted among the filmmakers whose
films have a strong connection to the art of painting. He is
one of the directors whose works are fundamentally based
on an aesthetic framework of painting. The use of paintings
as part of the cinematic mise-en-scéne and the recreation
of famous paintings within the cinematographic frame are
considered to be the primary relationships between Al-
moddvar’s works and art. However, sometimes these con-
nections transcend facile associations and require greater
effort to sufficiently be comprehended. Almodovar employs
various techniques of reference for oeuvres from classical
painters such as Diego Velazquez, and Titian; modern artists
like Salvador Dali, René Magritte, Edward Hopper, and Pi-
casso in addition to even the abstract painters like Piet Mon-
drian and Mark Rothko. This feature places him among the
directors exhibiting a unique knowledge of painting in their
films. The present research conducts a qualitative analysis of
paintings in Almodovar’s films. This study aims to examine
painting in Almoddvar’s cinema by posing the question of
hHow Pedro Almodévar’s films have been influenced by
painting. This developmental research utilizes a descriptive-
analytical, comparative methodology and a theoretical fram-
ing approach to study the modes of cinematic allusion based
on Gérard Genette’s intertextuality theory and Linda Hutch-
eon’s theory of parody. Case studies include the prominent

works of this filmmaker from the 1980s.

The findings indicate that the cinematographic frames in
Almodoévar’s films have been transcribed from painting in
various ways. In the first case, the relationship between the
cinematic frames and the paintings is a simple intertextual
allusion, whereby the filmmaker, inspired by a painting, rec-
reates it in the cinematic frame, known as tableaux vivant.
At times, these allusions transcend a simple association and
take on a metaphorical quality, forging a particular connec-
tion with the world of the film’s characters. In some cases,
the intertextual relationship leads to a multilayered connec-
tion that generates a new texture of allusion and trans-con-
textualizing occurs, a concept derived from the theoretical
dimensions of Linda Hutcheon’s parody, which is perceived
as a significant feature of modern art. In some instances, the
relationship between Almoddvar’s cinematic frames and
paintings follows an ironic inversion, whereby a form of al-
lusion and imitation is observed but with a repetition that
contains differences, possibly employed for purposes such
as critique or recreation. In some cases, Almodovar uses the
frame as a painter’s canvas, employing cinematic techniques
to create scenes reminiscent of abstract paintings.
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55. El Greco.
56. Diego Velazquez. 57. Rokeby Venus.
58. Dream Caused by the Flight of a Bee Around a Pomegranate

54. Giovanni Bellini.

a Second Before Awakening.
59. All About My Mother. 60. No. 13 (White, Red on Yellow).
61. Pain and Glory. 62. Josef Albers.
63. Homage to the Square. 64. Piet Mondrian.

65. Neo-Plasticism. 66. Volver.
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1. Pedro Almodovar.
3. Intertextuality.
5. Parody.
7. Boulevard des Capucines.

2. Gérard Genette.
4. Linda Hutcheon.
6. Anne Hollander.

8. Arrival of the Normandy Train, Gare Saint-Lazare.
10. Julieta.

12. Gun.

14. Broken Embraces.
15. Talk to Her. 16. Tableau Vivant.

17. René Magritte. 18. Color field.

19. Post-Painterly Abstraction.

20. Hard-Edge Painting.
21. Mark Rothko.

23. Mental dispositon.
25. Parody.

27. Ironic Inversion.

9. Kerry Brougher.
11. Richard Serra.
13. Matador.

22. Transtextuality.

24. Allusion.

26. Linda Hutcheon.

28. Irony.

29.Trans-Contextualizing.
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32. Still Life with Goldfish.

34. Law of Desire.

36. Office at Night.

31. Pieta.

33. Goldfish.

35. Edward Hopper.
37. Nighthawks.

38. Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown.
39. All About My Mother. 40. The Skin I Live In.
41. Venus and Cupid with an Organist.

42. Titian. 43. The Lovers.

44. Fantomas. 45. Louis Feuillade.
46. Homage to Mack Sennett.

47. The Flame Rekindled.
48. Man in a Bowler Hat.
50.The Central Story.

52. The Female Thief.

49. The Son of Man.
51. The Man of the Sea.
53. Abstract with red circle.
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