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rt is an inseparable part of life which mani-

fests in all aspects of human life. One of the
most significant manifestations of art is decoration
of parlors, circles and venues for various kinds of
ceremonies. In general, these decorations are oc-
casionally performed for ritual and religious cer-
emonies, sometimes for festivals and entertain-
ments, and sometimes for funerals or mourning
rites. According to the resources studied in this pa-
per, the above mentioned decorations have already
been used and people employed them in various
ceremonies and other aspects of life. In fact, ev-
ery part of the decoration had specific title, and its
construction was related to particular professions
and different masters. According to the existing
evidences used in this article, in some of these par-
lors and ceremonies you could see manifestations
of the performing arts which could be counted as
scenic design; needless to say that its performance
could be influenced by various issues such as time,
place and social class. In fact, this included con-
struction for decoration and design of the venue.
One type of decoration being used in the past was
the art of Nakhl —bandt done by the Nakhl -bands.
They are made of wax, paper, fabric, mud, wood
and all kinds of flowers, fruits and artificial trees
with different colors and designs in order to beauti-
fully decorate a place. To describe the words Nakhl
-band and Nakhl -bandT in the verses where these
exact terms have been used, some editors of the
Davavin (poets collected lyrics) have briefly dem-
onstrated them in the book margins and footnotes
which we will mention in the article As for the ter-
minology of this art, two groups have paid particu-
lar attention because these two words Nakhl -band

and Nakhl -bandt (and other related terms) figured
in verses and prose texts: the first group was lexi-
cographers who explained the term because of its
use in manuscripts, and the other, commentators
and editors of poets who almost entirely gave a
short and wrong description.We shall also remind
that none of the studies conducted in Iran, focused
on the scenic designs based on the history of per-
forming art, music and other artistic performances
have pointed to this issue as an example of stage
design art. Although studies have been carried out
independently on the issue of mourning and Nakhl
-gardant, as we see later, the issue of Nakhl-band1
and Nakhl —gardant have been misinterpreted and
have been considered as one. No independent
research on the history of Nakhl -bandi has been
conducted, especially in the field of scenic design
in Iranian culture; in fact, Nakhl -bandT is consid-
ered as a forgotten art. Therefore, the main aim of
this research is to clarify the dimensions of this old
art and to answer literary, historical, and technical
questions related to the profession of Nakhl-bandt
and explain the differences between Nakhl-bandt
and Nakhl —gardanTt. This is a descriptive -analytical
research and is based on the data extracted from
the manuscripts and collected from libraries.
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