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his article examines the works and musical life

of Gustav Mahler, the late-romantic Austrian
composer, and his influence on composers such
as Arnold Schoenberg, Anton Webern and Alban
Berg. In the history of music, after the greats such
as Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven who were ac-
tive during the classical period in Vienna and are
known as the Viennese School musicians, in the
early 20th-century Vienna witnessed the rise of oth-
er significant composers such as Schoenberg and
his students Webern and Berg, who because of the
impact of their works and musical beliefs on the mu-
sical community, were later called the composers
of the Second Viennese School. Aside from music,
there are certain common aspects between this
school and philosophy as well. The modern critical
philosophy of the 20th century, namely the Frank-
furt Philosophy School, is closely related to The-
odor W. Adorno who was once Schoenberg’s stu-
dent and this caused the Second Viennese School
to become more widely-known in 20th century. This
school, like other art schools, is connected to a his-
torical tradition which links one to another in terms
of development. Just as great composers such as
Haydn, Beethoven, Wagner and Mahler are depen-
dent upon the musical thoughts of their ancestors,
musicians of all generations need to adopt the ex-
periences of the ones before them. This article will
show in an analogical and adaptive manner how
composers of the Second Viennese School fol-
lowed Mahler’s thoughts regarding their adaptation
of musical elements such as texture, harmony, or-
chestration and other elements, and used his ex-
periences in their own development of music. In
order to reach credible and correct results in this

research, the text has been divided into two seg-
ments. The first segment is a review on the musical
literature of the past and topics related to Mahler’s
artistic life in order to clarify his musical aspects and
his artistic imagination for the reader. In the second
segment, this article involves the analogy between
Mahler’'s musical ideas and the Second Viennese
School. In this segment which can be considered to
contain the main discussion of the material in this
article, works of the three great composers of the
Second Viennese School (Schoenberg, Webern
and Berg) are compared and matched to Mahler’s
musical ideas separately, and are discussed and
examined thoroughly. We also examine some in-
teresting points where we observe Mahler being
influenced by these composers which is nothing
new in the history of music. To name a few, we can
consider Schoenberg’s Disfigured Night and Gurre-
lieder to have influenced Mahler’s harmonic point of
view. However, Mahler’s Influence by far outweighs
how much he was himself influenced, which is what
motivated the authors of the article to explore this
topic of interest. Mahler’s emotional support for this
school and the inspiration caused by his works both
contributed to the development of the new structure
of the 20th century. In general, it is safe to say that
the Second Viennese School and its composers
are all consequences of Mahler’s rich music and
his artistic thoughts.

Keywords
Gustav Mahler, Second Viennese School,
Expressionism, Orchestration, Harmony.
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