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Abstract
\

There has been lots of debates about the interaction between'cinema and social studies
so far. Most of the times Film is treated either as amirroreflecting a social reality that
exists before and apart from its representation,“or as an\instrument of ideology that
transmits the preferences of the state or the,ruling\class. In all these two approaches,
cinema is just used for some purposes. This aticle challenges both positions and
conceptualizes cinema as a Foucauldian “regime of truth”: a system that does not
merely represent reality but also produeesisocial reality and political legitimacy. When
coalition forces invaded _Iraq in 20Q3,\much of the public, especially in the United
States, perceived the attack_as liberation rather than aggression. Where did such a
meaning come from? The®research “gquestion is therefore this: what discursive
mechanismsydid Hollywoodycinema employ between 1990 and 2005 to construct the
“Other” and to“eonsolidate’modern power? The hypothesis is that two mechanisms,
essentialist othering'and the naturalization of violence, together produced a regime of
truth that se{vzd as‘anepistemic condition for post-Cold War military interventions.

The literature review distinguishes three approaches. The mirror approach, associated
with Kracauer, assumes that cinema reflects collective psychology. The ideological
approach, developed by Althusser, Baudry, Mulvey, Comolli, Zizek, and Jameson,
treats cinema as an apparatus that reproduces a pre-existing ideology. The postcolonial
approach, drawing on Said, shows that Western cinema builds the East as an Other but

'The present articleis based onthe second author's Master's thesis,entitled “The
Representati on of Mbdern Pover in Ci nema (\44-—v--8),” conpl et ed under the supervi si on of
the first author at the Departnent of International Rel ations, Al aneh Tabataba’i

Uni versi ty, Tehran.
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often stays at the level of representation. What remains underexplored is whether
cinema can construct a reality that did not exist before. To address this gap, the study
integrates three theoretical levels. Foucault’s regime of truth supplies the ontological
level and asks what kind of reality cinema produces. Van Dijk’s ideological square,
with its levels of text, cognition, and society, supplies a micro-level tool and asks how
it is produced. Gramscian cultural hegemony links the two by explaining why the

construction is effective: it works through consent rather than coercion.

Methodologically, the study applies Teun A. van Dijk’s approagch to Critical Discourse
Analysis to two complementary cases: The Lord of the Rings trilegy and Black Hawk
Down. The cases were selected through maximum variation'sampling on three criteria:
mass reach, documented by global box-office earnings of roughly 2.9billion and 173
million dollars respectively; an explicit engagement with the figures'efithe enemy and
of intervention; and a shared historical context after September11«They differ sharply
in genre and in their claim to reference, since one is'a fantasy epic and the other presents
itself as a record of real events. Analysis proeceeded in\four stages: identifying key
sequences in which at least three strategies. of the ideological square operate
simultaneously, describing visual, aural, andwnarrative cues, interpreting the preferred
mental models these cues proposépand, explaining the findings within the historical

context of 1990 to 2005.
AN

The findings identifystwormeehanisms. The first, essentialist othering, is most visible
in The Lord of the Rings»A ‘moral geography places goodness in the west and evil in
the east, while the creatures Bf Mordor and Isengard appear as faceless beings, born
ready for battle and denied childhood, doubt, remorse, and choice. In the Council of
Elrond sequence, tighting;a dolly-zoom shot, and choral music register danger before
any dialogue as spoken. Corruption among “us” is attributed to the enemy, and the one
apparent ex}eption, Gollum, is a fallen member of “us,” so the pattern remains intact.
The second mechanism, the naturalization of violence, operates in Black Hawk Down.
Made with the cooperation of the United States Department of Defense, the film
presents itself as a neutral account of reality, and this claim is itself a device of the
regime of truth. Handheld cameras, close sound, and rapid editing simulate bodily
experience. Eighteen American soldiers receive names and histories, whereas the

Somali dead, estimated at between 300 and 1,000, remain anonymous masses whose



motives are never explained. Intervention is never defended directly; it appears as

humanitarian, defensive, and heroic, and thus becomes common sense.

The two mechanisms form a chain of reasoning: because the Other is inherently
dangerous, military intervention is necessary and moral. The study argues that cinema
acted as an enabler rather than merely a justifier, since it helped establish, before the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq began, the epistemic conditions under which they could
be accepted as reasonable. The textual patterns correspond to contemporary official
discourse, although no causal relation is claimed. Three limitations apply: the analysis
concerns textual models rather than real audiences, whosey readings may be
oppositional; commercial logic partly explains the appeal of frightening enemies; and
two films cannot support generalization to Hollywood as a“wholexTheoretically,
criticism should move beyond correcting the content of images toward examining the
formal structures that make certain statements appear self-evident. Future research
could trace similar patterns in non-Hollywood cinemas‘and in streaming and social
media. 4
N\
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