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Abstract

In contemporary literary theory, the fantastic is no longer regarded merely as a mode of
imaginative fiction or an escape from reality. Rather, it is increasingly understood as a cognitive
and critical mode through which literary texts challenge conventional perceptions of reality,
expose the limitations of rational explanation, and offer alternative ways of understanding
human experience and social structures. Within this framework, TzvetaniTodorov's structuralist
theory occupies a central position. Unlike approaches that define fantasy‘by the presence of
supernatural beings or marvelous events, Todorov argues that the fantastic‘emerges from a
sustained hesitation between natural and supernatural explanations' ofy an. apparently
inexplicable event. This hesitation, experienced simultaneously by beth characters and readers
or spectators, distinguishes the fantastic from the neighboring genres of the marvelous and the
uncanny. Although Todorov's theory has been widely.applied to narrative fiction, comparatively
little attention has been devoted to its application in, dramatic literature, particularly
contemporary Iranian theatre. Existing scholarship ‘on the ‘plays,of Naghmeh Samini has largely
emphasized their historical, mythological, or philosophical/dimensions, while the structural
mechanisms through which the fantastichis generated Qave rarely been examined through
Todorov's theoretical framework. This gap “providesithe rationale for the present study.

Accordingly, this research investigates the realizatian of the fantastic in Sleep in an Empty Cup
(2018) and The Language of Wild Raspberries (2018). It examines the extent to which the
fundamental components of Toderov's,theory are manifested in these plays, analyzes the
narrative mechanisms that generates hesitation, between natural and supernatural
interpretations, distinguishes the pIay&from the marvelous and the uncanny, and explores the
verbal, semantie, and-syntactic strategies through which the fantastic is constructed. The study
also considers the relationship\between the fantastic and allegory and evaluates the social and
critical functions performed by fantastic discourse. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical
method based on library and electronie sources to demonstrate that both plays belong to the
domain of the modernsfantastic as conceptualized by Todorov. In neither work are supernatural
events fully explained through natural laws, nor are they accepted as unquestionably
supernatural. Instead, hesitation is maintained throughout the dramatic action, preventing both
characters and\audiences from arriving at a single conclusive interpretation. This persistent
uncertainty constitutes the principal mechanism through which the fantastic is produced and
disting\uawes the plays from both the marvelous, where supernatural phenomena are ultimately
accepted as real, and the uncanny, where seemingly supernatural events receive rational
explanations. In Sleep in an Empty Cup, the fantastic emerges through extraordinary events such
as resurrection, the rejuvenation of an elderly character, and transformations of personal
identity. These phenomena remain suspended between realistic and supernatural explanations,
preserving the ambiguity essential to Todorov's conception of the fantastic. Similarly, The
Language of Wild Raspberries constructs its fantastic atmosphere through the presence of an
unborn human being alongside disruptions of temporal and spatial continuity that challenge
conventional notions of causality and reality. These elements operate as structural devices that
continually postpone interpretative certainty and invite audiences to reconsider the
relationships among reality, imagination, memory, and possibility. The findings further indicate
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that the verbal, semantic, and syntactic organization of both plays, plays a decisive role in
sustaining this hesitation. Linguistic ambiguity, narrative discontinuities, and semantic
multiplicity reinforce competing interpretations instead of directing audiences toward a single
explanatory framework, thereby maintaining their active participation in the interpretative
process. The analysis also confirms Todorov's distinction between the fantastic and allegory.
Although the supernatural events invite symbolic readings, neither play reduces them to fixed
allegorical meanings or predetermined referents. Their symbolic potential remains open-ended,
allowing the defining uncertainty of the fantastic to persist throughout the dramatic action.
Beyond their aesthetic dimensions, both plays demonstrate the critical potential of the fantastic.
Rather than serving as escapist narratives, they employ impossible situations to interrogate
historical, social, political, and existential realities. Sleep in an Empty Cup connects past and
present to examine historical memory, power relations, collective remembrance, and the social
position of women. In contrast, The Language of Wild Raspberries explores'social passivity, the
crisis of hope, existential anxiety, and uncertainty about the future through, an impossible
dramatic situation. By transcending ordinary reality, both plays create'a, dramatic space in which
issues constrained by social conventions or censorship can be“articulated indirectly yet
effectively. The study concludes that Samini's playsiddemonstrate the capa(}y of the modern
fantastic to function simultaneously as an aesthetic strategy, a cognitive mode of inquiry, and a
vehicle for social criticism. Rather than negating reality, the fantasticteshapes the ways in which
reality is perceived and interpreted by destabilizinghabitual assumptions, preserving
interpretative ambiguity, and encouraging critical reflection. Through Todorov's theoretical
framework, the study further illustrates“that the fanta{cic in contemporary Iranian drama
operates as an effective means of engaging with histerical consciousness, social critique, and
the complexities of human experience. \

Keywords: Fantasy, Naghmeh Samini; Sleep in lah Empty Cup, The Language of Wild
Raspberries, Tizvetan Todorov N\
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