The Analysis of Preston Sturges’ Comedy Romantics Based on Stanley
Cavell’s Theory of Comdey of Remarriage

Abstract

In his influential book, The Pursuit of Happiness, Stanley Cavell classifies a group of Hollywood
films from the early 1930s to the late 1940s as Comedies of Remarriage, which are considered a
subgenre of Romantic Comedy. Cavell has selected seven exemplary filmsito develop and analyze
his ideas, which are: The Lady Eve (1940; Preston Sturges); It Happened One\Night (1934; Frank
Capra); Bringing Up Baby (1938; Howard Hawks); The Philadelphia‘Story (19403George Cukor);
His Girl Friday (1940; Howard Hawks); The Adam’s Rib (1949; George, Cukor); and The Awful
Truth (1937; Leo McCarey). Cavell's main thesis is that the Comedy+ef ,Remarriage has its roots
in Shakespeare's comedies or his later romances (i.e., ThesTempest; The Winter'sTale; Cymbeline;
Pericles, Prince of Tyre). Cavell believes that the genre is based on a generalglot around the return
of the central couple, rather than the surprising union of a strange due¢ According to Northrop
Frye’s suggestions about the general division of the Old and"New, Comedy (both of which are
considered a kind of romantic comedy), there,is a dominant plot gr comedy: the story of a young
couple who, despite all the personal and social obstacles, achieve happiness, and this happiness is
embodied in the form of marriage. The difference‘is that the focus of New Comedy is often on
male hero and Old Comedy on female hero. Comparing‘the plots of the films he has mentioned,
Cavell concludes that the Comedy of Remarriage is more similar to Old Comedy, because most of
the time it is the female hero who ‘has the first,and last'words in the story. Meanwhile, married
couples in The Comedy of Remarriage has become a departure from both the rules of Old and New

Comedy. ) N\

In case of Preston Sturges,ithree other works by him are known to be labeled as Romantic
Comedy: The Palm Beach'Story Q942), The Miracle of Morgan’s Creek (1944), and Unfaithfully
Yours (1948). The aim of the present study is to investigate the generalizability of Cavell's theory
to these threeafilms and to identify the characteristics and qualities that the films reveal in this
process. To this end, a descriptive-analytical method based on the foundations of genre theory and
a cembination,of the'views of'Cavell and Frye has been used. The main themes of discussion were:
the agency of the female protagonist, the green world, and the ending from an individual/social
perspective. [n the end, the results confirmed that the films in question are all largely consistent
with the Comedy of Remarriage pattern and represent Sturges' ironic and antagonistic approach to
genre, cinema, and society. This soon ended his prolific career. In fact, his worldview was the
result of a close examination of the genre he had chosen as his subject, and the changing socio-
political conditions after World War Il besides his then shaky position in the film industry limited
and threatened it, as its continued existence seemed impossible at the dawn of the McCarthyism
era and the rise of the conservative right.
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