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The Artificial Woman and Male Fantasy: A Study of Desire, Gender,

1® andiTechnology in “Four Mischiefs” (1964)

Abstract

This article offers a critical analysis of Four Mischiefs (Chaharta Sheytoon, 1964), a little-
studied Iranian comic science-fiction film directed by Hossein Madani, situating it within
the intertwined histories of gender, technology, and modernization. While on the surface
the film presents itself as a popular farce revolving around the eccentric project of a
professor who creates an obedient “artificial woman,” it operates at a deeper cultural level
as an allegory of patriarchal anxieties and desires in mid-20th-century Iran.

Drawing on the transnational genealogy of the “artificial woman”—from the myth of
Pandora to Hoffmann’s Olympia, Villiers de I’Isle-Adam’s L’Eve future, Lang’s


https://doi.org/10.2307/488052
https://doi.org/10.1215/02705346-3454430
https://doi.org/10.1215/02705346-3454430
https://doi.org/10.5325/philrhet.47.4.0386
https://doi.org/10.2307/778304
https://doi.org/10.22059/jfadram.2023.362177.615777
https://doi.org/10.1215/02705346-9-3_27-108

Metropolis, and later Blade Runner—the article argues that Madani’s film both inherits
and localizes the recurring trope of the automaton. In these global narratives, the artificial
woman embodies a double axis: she is at once the projection of male fantasy (a perfectly
compliant and eroticized figure) and the source of uncanny fear (an uncontrollable being
who threatens her creator). Four Mischiefs reproduces this motif but situates it in the
specific sociocultural context of 1960s Iran, a decade transformed by the White
Revolution’s rapid modernization, industrial expansion, and state-led reforms that
simultaneously changed women’s appereances and elevated women’s visibility in
education, employment, and public life.
Through close readings of key scenes, the article demonstrates how the film stages male
ambivalence toward the “new woman” of Pahlavi Iran. The professer’s artificial creation
is initially fetishized as the ideal docile, and sexually attractive partner, but her eventual
rebellion and destruction of the laboratory dramatize the fear that the_new woman,
empowered by education and new social roles, could destabilize ‘patriarehal*authority.
The analysis highlights three thematic layers. First, the artificial wemanfunctions as a
male fantasy of control, constructed literally from mechanical parts but eratically invested
as the “perfect” spouse. Second, the oscillation between human.and machine—most
vividly enacted when the professor’s daughter impersonates the xobot—foregrounds how
masculinity projects desire and anxiety onto women®s bodies. Third, the climactic revolt
of the automaton encapsulates the return of the repressed: the‘independence and agency
denied to women resurfaces destructively, symbohzm@ broader cultural fears of
technological and social change.
Yet the film’s conclusion, with the professor ‘tepenting before his real wife and the
restoration of the family unit, reinscribes traditignal values. This ideological resolution
affirms the supremacy of family®and, patriarchal order over modernity’s threats,
suggesting that the film encodes a conservative cultural message. Nonetheless, the very
presence of the rebellious artificial woman testifies to the cracks within that order,
exposing anxieties that could not be.fully contained.
By situating Four Misehiefs within both global automaton narratives and the Iranian
modernization projectfithe,article contributes to a more nuanced understanding of how
popular cinema engaged withthe promises and perils of technological and social change.
It shows that Iranian popular films provide a crucial lens into how ordinary audiences
negotiated the tensions,between tradition and modernity. Ultimately, the study argues that
the artificial woman in Four Mischiefs embodies patriarchal modernity’s paradox: she is
desired as am, attraction but feared as the harbinger of uncontrollable change and
autonomy.s &
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