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Postdramatic Elements in Mohammad Charmshir’s Plays: Applying
Lehmann’s Framework to Everything Will Go You Won’t and Prince of Sorrow’

Abstract

In the last two decades, we can observe a new discourse in Ira-
nian plays which is hard to analyze within dramatic theatre
frameworks. New aspects in these plays demonstrate a con-
siderable affinity and alignment with contemporary Western
theatrical movements. In order to be able to analyze such plays
and study those traits, a comprehensive theoretical frame-
work and a research method is needed. Post-dramatic theatre
framework is a contemporary theory which examines the re-
lationship between drama and the late theatrical forms which
have emerged from the traditional dramatic forms since 1970.
Beside form variations, artistic exposition and linguistic diver-
sities, one common trait amongst all post-dramatic theatres is
the blurred connection between theatre and drama. Because
“post-dramatic” theatre propounds its propositions in relation
with “dramatic theater’, texts can also be analyzed within this
framework. In his book, Post-dramatic Theatre, Hans-Thies
Lehmann has offered a complete theoretical framework in re-
gards to western dramatic transition from 1960s onwards. By
analyzing significant avant-garde plays of western drama in
past decades, Lehmann initially delineates the stylistic traits of
post-dramatic theatre before proceeding to its means of reali-
zation. Characteristics and traits of this theatrical movement,
have influenced Iranian dramatic literature in recent decades,
sometimes so heavily that without considering modern theo-
ries, it is not possible to arrive at a correct analysis of the play
and provide a suitable method for its reading. As an exam-
ple, two of Mohammad Charmshir’s plays: Prince of Sorrow,
which is a monodrama, and Everything Will Go, You Won't,
which is a retelling of Shakespeare's Harmlet, are analyzed in
this research. Considering the discourse of these plays with
regards to post-dramatic theatre by tracing its manifestations,
offers the possibility of a new reading. The intention and
purpose of this research is the ability to analyze and discover
post-dramatic manifestations in similar Iranian plays. Initial-
ly, post-dramatic theory is introduced briefly, and then the
traits and means of realization for this theatrical movement
are discussed. The focus is on those traits which has occurred
more frequently in Iranian plays. By presenting examples
from the case studies, this research shows that the post-dra-
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matic stylistic traits can’t be recognized in Prince of Sorrow,
However, strands of this type of theatre, utilizing “Mono-
logue”, are evident in it. Monologue, based on Lehmann,
is retelling of a classical drama by the means of monologue,
narrating it from the hero’s personal perspective and repre-
senting the reflection and effects of dramatic events on the
narrator's memory instead of showing or narrating them. This
research also shows that, Everything Will Go, You Won 't utiliz-
es another post-dramatic manifestation technique; something
which Lehmann calls “Cool-Fun”. Cool-Fun, is filled with fast,
short and sudden moments of references to movies and pop
cultures; a train of parodic allusions and jokes put together
often in brief, momentary events. Moreover, some important
stylistic traits of post-dramatic theatre such as: “Dream Imag-
es”, “Play with Density of Signs”, “Simultaneity” and “Retreat of
Synthesis” can be recognized in this play.
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hmann, monologue, postdramatic theatre, Prince of Sorrow
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2. Environmental Theatre.
4. Hans-Thies Lehmann.

6. Postmodern.

1. Performance Theory.

3. Postdramatic Theatre.

5. Aristotle.

7. Contemporary Experimental.
8. Elinor Fuchs.

10. Dream Images.

9. Retreat of Synthesis.
11. Synaesthesia.

12. Parataxis/Non-Hierarchy.
13. Simultaneity.

15. Plethora.

17. Physicality.

18. Scenography-Visual Dramaturgy.
19. Cool-Fun.

14. Play with density of signs.
16. Musicalization.

20. Monologue.

21. Michael Kirby. 22. Ubu Roi.
23. Antagonistic. 24. Hermetic.
5. Parodic Allusion 26. Hamlet.

28. Heiner Mueller.
30. Robert Wilson.
32. Self-Reflexive.

27. William Shakespeare.
29. Hamletmachine.

31. Hamlet: A Monologue.
33. Right Magnitude

Abbaspour, H. (2024). Review of the dramaturgy of Romeo Castellucci’s
dramatic and post-dramatic works based on Jacques Lacan’s ideas
[Barresie asare dramatic va postdramatic Romeo Castellucci bar ma-
bnaye araye Jacques Lacan] [Master’s thesis. Iran University of Art].
Tehran. https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/5ec94e4f3ef1498fea02e-
6c638475d3f (in Persian)

Aristotle (2017). Poetics. [Arastoo va fanne she'r] (Abdolhossein Za-
rinkoob, Trans.). Amirkabir institute press. (Original work published
1775) (in Persian)

Artuad, A. (2017). Le Theatre et son double. [Te" atr va hamzadash] (Nas-
rin Khatat, Trans.). Ghatreh press. (Original work published 1938)
(in Persian)

Brockett, O. G. (2019). The theatre: an introduction (Vol. 3). [Tarikhe
teatre jahan (jelde 3)] (Houshang Azadivar, Trans.). Morvarid press.
(Original work published 1968) (in Persian)

Carlson, M. (2015). Postdramatic Theatre and Postdramatic Perfor-

mance. Brazilian journal on presence studies. 5(3), 575-595. https://
doi.org/10.1590/2237-266053731
Charmshir, M. (2009). Everything will go, you won't. Nila press. (in Per-

sian)

Charmshir, M. (2010). Three plays including “Prince of sorrow”, “Ophelia”
and “A man sitting on a stool”. Nila press. (in Persian)

Dastanpour Hosseinabadi, R. (2015). Methodological review of perfor-
mance indicators in postdramatic theater directing, focusing on the
work of three directors: Robert Wilson with Einstein on the Beach,
Tadeusz Kantor with 1+1=0, and Jalal Tehrani with reservoir 2 [Bar-
resie methodologic (ravesh shenasane) shakhes-haye tashkil-da-
handeye ejra dar kargardanie teatre postderamatic ba tamarkoz bar
kare se kargardan: Robert Wilson ba namayeshe Einstein dar sahel,

Tadeusz Kantor ba namayeshe 1+1=0 va Jalal Tehrani ba namayeshe

&Q)ijdwsjw \A

VEF 5ol Vool e 059 @ iagn 5 (oialod sl i i3 sloyi 42 20

makhzane 2] [Master’s Thesis, Tehran Universitye]. Tehran. https://
ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e32c1cbad16ac391a5¢5594e  10388dbf

(in Persian)
Esmaeilbeigi, M. (2022). Analysis of the dramaturgy of the actor/per-

former in post-dramatic theater/performance focusing on a selec-
tion of Romeo Castellucci’s works [Vakavieh deramarorgie bazigar/
ejragar dar te'atr/ejraye post deramatic ba tamarkoz bar gozide'i
az asar-e Romeo Castellucci] [Master’s thesis, University of Teh-
ran]. Tehran. https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e32c1cbad16a-
c391a5c5594e10388dbf (in Persian)

Fortier, M. (2015). Theory/Theatre: An introduction. [Nazarieh dar teatr]
(Farzan Sojoudi and Nariman Afshari, Trans.). Sooreh mehr publi-
cations. (Original work published 2002) (in Persian)

Fuchs, E. (1996). The death of character: Perspectives on theater after mod-
ernism (Drama and Performance Studies). Indiana University Press.

Genette, G. (1997). Palimpsest, literature in the second degree (Chan-
na Newman & Claude Doubinsky, Trans.). University of Nebraska
Press. (Original work published 1982)

Gholamiparvar Masooleh, M. (2008). Investigating communication
roles in postdramatic theater based on Jacobsen's model [Barresie
naghsh-haye ertebatiye teatre postdramatic bar mabnaye olgooye
Jacobsen] [Master’s thesis, Iran University of Art]. Tehran. https:/
ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/bla4f137bf30cbaad271feb3119492a6
(in Persian)

Jirs-Munby, K. (2006). Introduction by, Postdramatic Theatre. Routledge.

Khosroabadi, A. & Sepehran, K. (1402). Analysis on suspending rep-

resentation in Samuel Becketts later drama and Gertrude Stein's

landscape theatre as a prehistory of post-dramatic theatre view on
text [Tabine taalighe baznamaei dar asare moteakhere Samuel
Beckett va teatre cheshmandaze Gertrude Stein, be onvane pish-
ineie manzare teatre postdaramtic be matne namayeshi]. Journal
of Fine Arts - Performing Arts and Music. 28(1), 5-12. https://doi.
org/10.22059/jfadram.2022.343057.615671 (in Persian)

Kirby, M. (1990). A Formalist theatre. University of pennsylvania press.

Lehmann, H.-T. (2006). Postdramatic theatre |teatr-e post-dramatik[ (K.
Jiirs-Munby; Trans.). Routledge. (Original work published 1999) (in

Persian)

Pourazar, R. & Sokhanvar, J. (2015). Postdramatic characterization in
the liminal space of the contemporary theatre [Chisti va cheraei-e
shakhsiatpardazi-e pasaderamatic dar fazaye astane’i-e t€atre moas-
er]. Critical Language & Literary Studies, 10(14), 45-77. https://clls.
sbu.ac.ir/article 99844.html (in Persian)

Rafati, M. (2011). Director’s idea in postdramatic theatre (with a special
attention to Richard Schechner’s performance theory) [Engareye
kargardan dar teatre postdramatic (Ba negahi vijhe be nazarye-ie
ejraye Richard Schechner)] [Master’s Thesis, Azad Tehran Univer-
sity]. Tehran. https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/7916113b2c83b2b-
38c2d22d91¢d13765 (in Persian)

Rashtabadi, M. M. (1400). Examining the dramatic capacities in the sto-
ries of Attar’s “Tazkrah al-Awliya” and “Mathnavi Manavi” by Molvi
with a postdramatic approach [Barresie zarfiat-haye namayeshi dar
hekayati az “Tazkrah al-Awliya” Attar va “Mathnavi Manavi” Mola-



https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/5ec94e4f3ef1498fea02e6c638475d3f
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/5ec94e4f3ef1498fea02e6c638475d3f
https://doi.org/10.1590/2237-266053731
https://doi.org/10.1590/2237-266053731
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e32c1cbad16ac391a5c5594e10388dbf
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e32c1cbad16ac391a5c5594e10388dbf
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/b1a4f137bf30cbaad271feb3119492a6
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/b1a4f137bf30cbaad271feb3119492a6
https://doi.org/10.22059/jfadram.2022.343057.615671
https://doi.org/10.22059/jfadram.2022.343057.615671
https://clls.sbu.ac.ir/article_99844.html
https://clls.sbu.ac.ir/article_99844.html
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/7916113b2c83b2b38c2d22d91cd13765
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/7916113b2c83b2b38c2d22d91cd13765

4

J;_'.g-w)o&\.m!bﬁ_;_));XJK:Nﬁé\nmkiiup&gub;Mﬁ\»
osetilasl 5L 5 (6 S e 57,48 0

e 6T 5 i3l oS S (VFo 1) oS ol 5 L ke (gl e
S e sty ol s il 33,58 Sl S 5 oS Byl
Aze s ol slapin il slo a4t RS e 40 S ey
https://doi.org/10.22059/jfadram.2022.343057.615671 .\ Y- () FA

slapas U (llid 50) G315 520 o 1o (VTR Lo 5 g3 L pmmm sl
e S S b Sl g LT il ST s Lol oz S5
vl bysals gl ol s g e b sl ol 5,507
o8l s )l s ) Ayl ] 1 e Liules b il S 5 14 1=

https:/ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e32clcbad16ac391a . ;&5 [),65
5¢5594€10388dbf

IS s il slacd by (VF10) ghgadems (bl
Al ] SColelocy 9,58 50 bisslpe s simas siio s sllae gL s Y ST
https:/ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/ ) a5 .o ) yer Ml 0 sl et )l NS
articles/dc1e6f7f39028a916579¢af436721b49

w0 s oS L) SColelscay 15 s 5l S 83174 4) Jusle (b
T o8ty ¢ il S S iy it ) 4ol ] (St ol sl 0 L5
https://gani.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/7916113b2c83b2b- .| 545 .[ oM
38c2d22d91¢d13765

Sy S5 > cisis ool lslCls) g o (VFAF) L5 s 5l
o Al ) i IS i ] aSTuls iz 5 55 Ll T 0 5B L
O [ol

B 5 6355 Sles 3 2l (1740) SalS g 5 Ll s
https://quarterlytheaterir/fa/at- 4--V- (5¥) 5l ol
tach/213106

PlPle) o8 55 (oo e (I 5 e ke oo 55 (VWAE) 2y (5 5
(Vaof el

ok IS Glals 5 ren Gl (Ealed (el (me 0 (V) s (sl
A S Ay ol G35 s il L 5
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e3b- . &5 [ ) o oy sl
6fd63cdb2c63b9450791cc649818f

sta) Sl pacy 5 SCilols JUT 5555063 g (VE+T) fprem 5 il
Lo ot s ) ol JS iy ] T S Ssl islicn o plinls”
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/Sec94e4f3ef1498fea02e6c6 .l ,&
38475d3f

Sl ity 5 L] sl s g p VYA I8 50 gl 55 oD
o5 [0 5 i oSl s i NS 4l 355N slive

(oo e )8 a5 5 o3 01359) L o 4,187 (VFAE) S le a5
(reo¥ ol S0l e s il S5

o8 (f- e (Shen Jesl) ,(.;Lab)w S OYAY) i il (led)
(Yers ol Slola) o ks iseS 3

vi ba rooykardi postdramatic] [Master’s thesis. Soore International

University]. Tehran. https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/dcle6f-
7£39028a916579¢af436721b49 (in Persian)

Sattari, N. (2015). Psychoanalytic analysis of the representation of vio-

lence in postdramatic theater with emphasis on the works of Sarah
Kane and Peter Handke [Barresie ravankavaneye baznamaeie kho-
shunat dar teatre postdramatic ba takid bar asare Sarah Kane va Pe-
ter Handke] [Master’s thesis, Iran University of Art]. Tehran. https:/
ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/9b93218a0d88810327848a61e4fd13ce

(in Persian)

Satari, N. & Sepehran, K. (2015). The traumatic reenactment of the new
tragedy within postdramatic theater framework [Baznamaei-e terag-
edy-ie no dar ghabe teatre postderamatic]. Theater, (64), 70-90.

https://quarterly.theater.ir/fa/attach/213106 (in Persian)

Shojaei, M. (2024). A comparative study of the play Lands END and
the Voyageurs Immobiles by Philippe Genty within Hans Thies
Lehmanns theory of postdramatic theater [Barresie tatbighi-e na-
mayeshe payane zamin va mosaferane saken az Philippe Genty ba
nazariate Hans Thies Lehmann dar babe teatre postdramtic] [Mas-
ter’s thesis. Iran University of Art]. Tehran. https:/ganj.irandoc.
ac.ir/#/articles/e3b6fd63cdb2c63b9450791cc6498£8f (in Persian)

Szondi, P. (2005). Theorie des modernen dramas. [Teori-e dram-e mod-

ern] (Homeira Nonahali, Trans.). Ghatreh press. (Original work
published 1956) (in Persian)

A la) o8 55 (o e Il o ) Eolsen 5 L5 (VT45) sl gyl
(\arA ol

S e DL A g0 (o 20 0055 0003 rrmendls) x5 (VY4F) sl
(Wb ol ST ol)

Sl /35 o STl Kb s 5itels 2alTs (VF+1) dams o Ko Jesland
S 4By ] plealS st G Tlglorts 35 55 b SCilal oy
https://ganj.irandocac.ir/#/articles/ccf- o) 65 [o,e5 8&ls i)
7d572ddd89c¢91854eb20be0481e58

(o033 Sz ) (F M) Sl 572 (1F4N) g S ISl o251
(VAFPA ool 1 Olam) gl e ol jLisl

Sl 5315 i )2 5 e (YA IV ) g2 5155 30
W=ED V)V ool 5 b A lae G glasli] gl 5
https://clls.sbu.ac.ir/article 99844.html

Sl S e 5705 e pamten (\TAR) oot s >

ool s (53 40 9 Lo 5l 831 1L Lol ol iuled ae (\YA4) das sy
s ol al le SO o


https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/dc1e6f7f39028a916579eaf436721b49
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/dc1e6f7f39028a916579eaf436721b49
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/9b93218a0d88810327848a61e4fd13ce
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/9b93218a0d88810327848a61e4fd13ce
https://quarterly.theater.ir/fa/attach/213106
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e3b6fd63cdb2c63b9450791cc6498f8f
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e3b6fd63cdb2c63b9450791cc6498f8f
https://clls.sbu.ac.ir/article_99844.html
https://doi.org/10.22059/jfadram.2022.343057.615671
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e32c1cbad16ac391a5c5594e10388dbf
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e32c1cbad16ac391a5c5594e10388dbf
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e32c1cbad16ac391a5c5594e10388dbf
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/dc1e6f7f39028a916579eaf436721b49
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/dc1e6f7f39028a916579eaf436721b49
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/7916113b2c83b2b38c2d22d91cd13765
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/7916113b2c83b2b38c2d22d91cd13765
https://quarterly.theater.ir/fa/attach/213106
https://quarterly.theater.ir/fa/attach/213106
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e3b6fd63cdb2c63b9450791cc6498f8f
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/e3b6fd63cdb2c63b9450791cc6498f8f
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/5ec94e4f3ef1498fea02e6c638475d3f
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/5ec94e4f3ef1498fea02e6c638475d3f
https://ganj.irandoc.ac.ir/#/articles/5ec94e4f3ef1498fea02e6c638475d3f



