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This article is

ted from the first author's doctoral dissertation, entitled: "Theatrical Components
n of National Identity in Iranian Plays during the 1960s and 1970s", under the
fthe second and third authors and with advice from the fourth author at the University
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Dramatic Components of National Identity Representation in Bahram
Beyzaie's Play "The Eighth Voyage of Sindbad"

Abstract:

The study of the representation of various forms of social identity—including national identity—in art
constitutes an essential pillar of cultural studies. As a key manifestation of modern national culture,
theatre has played a fundamental role in the definition, formation, and articulation of the components
of national identity, particularly within nationalist movements. In Iran, the contemplation of Iranian
identity as represented through Western-style theatre has a history as long-standing as that of Iranian
theatre itself—a history that coincides with the emergence of Iranian nationalist movements. In this
paper, by reviewing the concept of Iranian identity based on Benedict Anderson’s theory of Imagined
Communities and examining how it is represented in theatre through Stuart Hall’s theory of
Representation, the methods and techniques used to portray Iranian identity “insthe dramatic
components of The Eighth Voyage of Sindbad (1964) by Bahram Beyzaie are analyzed, in order to
identify how the fusion of Western theatrical elements with aspects of Iranian culture and identity has
created distinct transformations in the structure and form of theseleomponents.

Drawing upon Anderson’s theory, which posits that social idéntitiesare the result of images
collectively imagined by the members of a community, Iraniaby identity may be defined as a historical
construct shaped through the interplay and tension amongmmodern political discourses. In the 1960s,
Iranian identity emerged at the intersection of three majoridiscourses—state-sanctioned nationalism,
leftist ideology, and religious thought—each prajecting competing visions of the Iranian self and
forming a picture of a transitional society in which différent social groups sought their identity and
envisioned futures. Simultaneously, Hall's theory“of, representation, grounded in semiotic and
discursive analysis, allows us to explore not only the/artistic techniques of representing identity in
visual and performative media but also the very process of encoding meaning itself. This dual focus
enables a more nuanced understanding oanth the content and the manner in which Iranian identity

is represented.
N

The Eighth Voyage of Sindbadweritten by Bahram Beyzaie, stands as one of the seminal works of the
golden age of Iranian theatre)(1960-1970). It reimagines an ancient Iranian tale through a unique and
innovative dramatic lens. Beyond the integration of a traditional narrative with the political and social
anxieties of its time, the play also exhibits distinctive formal features that depart from conventional
Western models and contribute to the development of a localized dramatic form. These innovations
may serve ds proetotypesfor what could be termed Iranian theatre or national theatre of Iran. In this
play, Sindbad emerges as a hybrid figure—both mythic and modern—embodying the intellectual of
his time insearch of identity and national salvation. The play’s narrative structure, rich with layers,
enables a}rofound engagement with historical, ideological, and contemporary dimensions of Iranian
identity. Flirthermore, Beyzaie’s incorporation of narrative and performative techniques drawn from
traditional Iranian arts creates notable divergences from Western classical drama—particularly in plot
construction, character development, and dramatic language—ultimately contributing to the unique
aesthetics of a culturally rooted Iranian drama.

Key Words:

Persian Theater, Iranian Identity, The Eighth Voyage of Sinbad, Imagined Community, Representation,
Natioal Theater
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