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Filmic Representation of the Existential Concept of
Friendshipin the Film Where is the Friends House?"

Abstract

This study examines the cinematic representation of the existential
concept of friendship in Where is the friend's house? by Abbas Kia-
rostami. Employing a neo-formalist approach, the research focuses
on key cinematic elements to reveal how the film portrays friend-
ship as an existential phenomenon. The film is analyzed through its
dramatic narrative, cinematography, lighting, sound, and editing,
each contributing to the depiction of responsibility, ethical choice,
and an existential understanding of friendship. In the narrative, the
film employs a simple yet multilayered structure to depict an exis-
tential journey. Ahmad, the child protagonist, faces a critical deci-
sion between conforming to social norms and pursuing a personal
ethical commitment, symbolized by his quest to deliver his friend's
notebook. Although this act appears mundane, it raises fundamen-
tal questions of individual responsibility. Throughout his journey,
Ahmad encounters obstacles ranging from adult indifference to en-
vironmental constraints. This minimalist narrative emphasizes ex-
istential commitment and positions the young protagonist in stark
contrast to established social and familial systems. Regarding cine-
matography; the film utilizes restricted framing and specific camera
angles to evoke tension and confinement reflective of social limita-
tions. In contrast, wider shots capture moments of freedom and the
potential for choice, highlighting the dual aspects of the protagonist's
experience. The fluid movement of the camera along Ahmad's path
reinforces the arduous nature of his journey and his relentless search
for meaning, accentuating both external challenges and inner re-
solve. Lighting, predominantly natural, plays a crucial role in estab-
lishing the film's neorealist aesthetic and dramatic atmosphere. The
interplay between light and shadow, especially evident in the con-
trast between interior and exterior scenes, serves as a metaphor for
the protagonist's psychological state. Gradual shifts in illumination
along Ahmad's journey not only signify the passage of time but also
mirror his evolving emotional and mental landscape, underlining
the transformative aspect of his quest. Sound further enhances the
film's existential quality. Through prolonged silences, ambient nois-
es such as wind and the sound of Ahmad's footsteps, and sparse dia-
logue, the film creates an auditory environment that reinforces feel-
ings of loneliness, introspection, and internal quest. In the absence
of a musical score, these natural sound elements effectively regulate

the film's rhythm while conveying a palpable sense of anxiety and
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disorientation. Editing is executed in a minimalist style. By remov-
ing extraneous details and avoiding rapid cuts, the editing establishes
a steady, contemplative rhythm that deepens the viewer's empathy
with Ahmad. The continuity of time and deliberate pacing ensure
that the audience remains focused on his quest, gradually building
suspense and inviting reflection on the existential dimensions of
his journey. Overall, the findings indicate that Where is the friend's
house? portrays friendship not merely as a social relationship but as
an existential and responsible act that confronts the individual with
fundamental choices. Kiarostami's use of formal techniques and his
minimalist aesthetic encapsulate the inherent existential concerns of
human life, revealing that friendship is a foundational experience of
responsibility and a profound encounter with the Other. This com-
prehensive analysis ultimately underscores the film's remarkable and
profound philosophical and aesthetic significance.
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2. Non-Existential.
4. Particular Truths.
6. Abstract.
8. Neo-Formalism.
10. Descriptive Analysis.

1. Existential.

3. Universal Truths.
5. Lived Experiences.
7. Concrete.

9. Defamiliarization.

11. Explanatory Phase.
13. Moral Duties.

15. Comparative Editing.

17. Narrative Disruption.

12. Interpretive Phase.
14. Care.
16. Reflective Editing.
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